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favour with him, as to be intrusted with the
charge of a great part of his public and private
treasures, amounting, as was supposed, to about
a crore of rupees. This man was an unprincipled
libertine, and had been the instigator and chief
actor in those measures of extortion, which had
marked the close of Haghoojee's life ; and latterly
rendered it dangerous for any man of wealth to
reside or come within his dominions. Besides'
the large influence resulting from the control of
the treasury, Dhurmajee had several partisans in
the muhul, or women's apartment, and enjoyed a
considerable share of popularity among the Arab
mercenaries, who guarded the palace and person
of the new Raja. The principal officers of the
late prince's ministry joined this party, and formed
a scheme for vesting the regency in Buka Baee,*
the favourite wife of the deceased; and further, for
inducing his successor to adopt the infant grandson
of Raghoojee, to the perpetual exclusion of Apa
Saheb from all share in the administration, and
ultimately from the succession itself. The in-
trigue first showed itself in an attempt to have
some other than Apa Saheb nominated to officiate
at the sradh of the deceased Raja, a ceremony
always required to be performed by the nearest
male heir, who being incompetent in the present

uraajee's mother, who was not then living.